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Tour Leader:    John Willsher  

 

Participants:    Helen Baker 

Angela Melamed 

Megan Howells 

David Baldock 

Sue Baldock 

Jeff Penfold 

Janice Penfold 

Claire Berry 

Charles Jones 

Summary  

A very successful week, staying in a self-contained accommodation centre, set in the forest at Glenborrodale, 

near the shore of Loch Sunart, half way along the Ardnamurchan Peninsular. Daily excursions by minibus 

allowed us to explore areas in all parts of the peninsular. We had a good boat trip across the loch to the island of 

Carna, then around it, in not the best weather but very enjoyable. An interesting day boat trip along the north 

coast of Mull out of the loch and across to the Cairns of Coll provided some seabird sightings and excellent 

views of resting seals. On our return we encountered a large pod of Common Dolphins. The week provided 

many sightings of Otter, Red Deer, White-tailed and Golden Eagles plus many other species of birds. The 

highlight of the week had to be the regular visits with exceptionally close encounters of Pine Martens negotiating 

the obstacle course, pioneered by Tom Mabbett last year, resulting in nose to nose views through our lounge 

window.  

Day 1 Tuesday 26th August 

Glasgow - Glenborrodale  

With everyone gathered from Glasgow station and airport we set off northwards on a beautiful fine afternoon. 

Over the Erskine Bridge and on towards Loch Lomond we travelled up the west side in the afternoon sun, 

where the views were spectacular. We made good time to Tyndrum where we had drinks and rest. Continuing 

across Rannoch Moor and through Glen Coe we reached the Corran Ferry with good timing. Once across this 

narrow crossing of Loch Linnhe we headed southwest down the west shore stopping to look back and admire 

the unusually clear view of Ben Nevis.  

 

On west through Glen Tarbert we reached the head of Loch Sunart at Strontian. From here it was about another 

hour winding along the single track road, to our base at Glenborrodale. As we journeyed along the edge of the 

Sunart Oak woodlands we had many glimpses of the loch between the trees, beautiful in the evening sunshine. 

Arriving at the Glenborrodale centre dinner was waiting.  

 

Later after the obstacle course outside the window had been baited a Pine Marten arrived at about 10pm eating 

some peanuts before being disturbed by an approaching car. 
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Day 2 Wednesday 27th August 

Aperitif Point - Camas nan Geall - Kilchoan - Ardnamurchan Point - Portuairk  

It was a fine morning when some of us made an early start at 7am, making our way down to the lochside watch 

point known as Aperitif Point with its view of Glenborrodale Bay and across Loch Sunart. At the watch point 

we could see numerous Herons and a group of roosting Greenshanks waiting for low tide. Around a rock island 

out in the loch a group of young terns noisily chased their parents demanding to be fed the small fish each one 

was carrying. We searched the edges of the bay for a glimpse of an Otter but none here this morning. It was then 

back up through the woods to the centre where the first of the regular substantial breakfasts awaited.  Plus a 

bonus this morning, with a Pine Marten arriving to eat peanuts as we ate breakfast. 

 

Breakfast done and packed lunches collected, we set off westwards to explore the peninsular. Making our first 

stop at a magnificent viewpoint, overlooking the bay of Camas nan Geall, we read the informative noticeboard 

telling us about the mountain of Ben Hiant, in front of us, created more than 50 million years ago by violent 

volcanic activity. Out in the loch Gannets were diving and down on the shoreline a couple of Common 

Sandpipers were spotted. As we watched Goldfinches and a Sparrowhawk flew past.  

 

Moving on inland to get round the obstacle of Ben Hiant, whose southern cliffs plunge straight down into the 

sea, we stopped in a lay-by near Loch Mudle to check the holes in the bank for Sand Martins. Two birds were 

coming to their nesting holes but most had left, now on their way south to their wintering areas in West Africa.  

 

On the north side of the mountain we stopped to admire the view of islands Eigg, Rhum and in the distance the 

mountains of Skye. As we looked a Golden Eagle glided over, disappearing beyond the plantation to the south. 

Our next port of call was Kilchoan a small settlement near the western end of the peninsular. While some used 

the facilities and went in the local post office/shop, others searched the bay for an Otter - the tide was right but 

sadly no sign - only Oystercatchers and Curlews. 

 

Heading further west we passed through the most westerly mainland traffic lights to reach the lighthouse at 

Ardnamurchan Point. We ate our lunches whilst looking out to sea for seabirds and the elusive Basking Shark 

but today there were just Gannets.  We spent some time here exploring the lighthouse area then we retired to the 

lighthouse café for welcome drinks. Later a short drive took us down to the beach at Portuairk. We walked out 

towards the headland enjoying the beautiful sunshine, blue sea, the white sand of Sanna Bay to the east and two 

Red-throated Divers out in the bay. 

 

Retracing our steps back eastwards we stopped to explore Loch Mudle but just a Cormorant here. Other birds 

seen near Ben Hiant were Buzzard and a Merlin. 

Day 3 Thursday 28th August 

Aperitif Point – Kilchoan – Sanna – Nadurra 

A sunny morning and a stop near the Nature Centre at Nadurra to check Glenmore Bay and Port na Croisg first 

to admire the Highland cattle grazing the saltmarsh bathed in sunlight. Several Golden Plover were also feeding 

in the grass amongst them plus some Curlews. 
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Next stop was the viewpoint at Camas nan Geall where there were Buzzards, two Yellowhammers and the usual 

flock of Greylag Geese were down in the bay. Another combined comfort stop and Otter watch at Kilchoan 

produced Oystercatcher, Pied Wagtail a few Curlews but no Otter despite much searching. Sadly we were losing 

the sunshine and it became cloudier as we headed on through that special geological area for which 

Ardnamurchan is famous - The Tertiary Igneous Ring Complex – a caldera of a volcano which exploded and 

collapsed roughly 50 million years ago.  

 

Reaching Sanna it was still cloudy but not actually raining.  John bravely announced we would walk, taking our 

picnics, across the Machair and past white sand beaches to a rocky hillock where we could get a good view of the 

islands to the north. However this did not quite work out in practice because as we reached the hillock the 

heavens opened the wind blew and our wet weather gear was severely tested! Needless to say our island view was 

obliterated. 

 

On the way we saw a meadow with Grass of Parnassus and Autumn Gentian still in bloom. A whole collection 

of Ravens sitting around on the hillocks and near the beach an American Mink hunting amongst the rocks, an 

alien escaped species which local wildlife could well do without. By the time we reached Nadurra where we 

stopped to view the display and enjoy a drink it was sunny. A couple of extremely distant stags were on the tops 

across the loch and on the bird feeder Siskins were busy.  

Day 4 Friday 29th August 

Kentra Moss and Bay – Tioram Castle – Garh Eilean Hide 

Today was to be our boat trip day however the forecast of wind and rain necessitated a postponement. However 

after breakfast we did make our way a few miles east to Laga Bay where an Otter had been seen on previous days 

around the boat jetty area. We scanned the shore but no sign so we returned to the 'main' road and headed east 

for Acharacle; a quick stop here for shop and facilities. The rain was still falling as we crossed Kentra Moss so 

rather a misty view of this SSSI one of only three 'eccentric' mires in Britain, similar to raised bogs found in 

Scandinavia. There was a let up in the rain as we reached a viewpoint overlooking the saltmarsh at Kentra Bay. A 

group of Red-breasted Mergansers were on the water and we had a good selection of waders including 

Redshanks, Curlew, Black-tailed Godwits, Dunlin and Knot. 

 

Heading back towards Acharacle we followed the River Shiel, a short but important fishing river that drains the 

large freshwater Loch Shiel. The narrow road eventually led through the wooded valley to a car park overlooking 

the bay of Loch Moidart and Castle Tioram. The mud flats left by the now receding tide were checked for 

waders and others walked across the causeway to the ruined castle. Our lunch spot was the jetty overlooking 

Loch Shiel where we hoped we might get a glimpse of a White-tailed Eagle which occurred here last year but no 

repeat today. 

 

The afternoon was spent in the hide overlooking Gharb Eilean, where numerous Common Seals were hauled 

out. In the loch around the islands an Otter was watched fishing for 30 minutes or more, sometimes coming 

onto the rocks with larger crabs it had caught.  
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Returning to the centre three of us decided to follow in the footsteps of Megan and Angela who had made the 

walk yesterday, up the hill behind towards Lochan nam Fiann. Not to be beaten we also made it up through the 

forest past a very large enclosure (half a hillside and valley) containing a collection of Pere David's deer, a Fallow 

hind and calf and some fine Red Deer Stags, and onto the open moor and finally in the low cloud to the Lochan. 

Day 5 Saturday 30th August 

Boat trip to Carna – Loch Teacuis – Nightdrive 

We met Andy and son Tom at Laga jetty. Andy was to be our guide for the trip across the loch to the island of 

Carna. As we started a Golden Eagle was spotted making its way along the mountain ridge to the north. After a 

still crossing we soon arrived at the island's jetty, it is one of the territorial marking spots for the local Otters and 

as we disembarked Andy pointed out their spraints. The area around the undisturbed island and the northern 

shoreline of Loch Sunart, with its strong tidal flows, provide much food for the several resident Otters.  

 

As Tom went off to ferry a small group of people who had been staying in one of the island's two cottages Andy 

took us on a walk to show us an area where construction was shortly due to start on a large enclosure, the start 

of a Wild Cat release programme on the island. Most then accompanied him to a high point overlooking the 

channel, being that there are very few people and domestic animals on the island, so few paths. It was therefore a 

bit rough going but there was a good view from the knoll and an Otter was seen, unfortunately only briefly as it 

swam round the headland and out of sight.  

 

Returning to the boat we set off along the shallow narrow channel separating the island from the remote 

Morvern area of mainland, this part being a National Nature Reserve. We edged through an even shallower 

channel into Loch Teacis taking a good look at several Common Seals hauled out on the rocks. Loch Teacis is 

special as being one of only two places in Scotland remaining and one in five places in the world where organ-

pipe worms Serpula vermicularis, a beautiful marine tubeworm with a showy crown of feathery tentacles, bright red, 

pink and orange, contrasting with its hard white tubes, grow together forming bush like structures or 'reefs'. 

Small aggregations were found here in 2006 - not yet reefs but maybe with suitable protection in this remote loch 

they may develop like those in Loch Creran, just north of Oban where the best developed and largest area of 

serpulid reefs in the world occur. Making our way back out of the loch we returned around the west side of 

Carna and back to Laga.  

 

Back a bit early at the centre we took the opportunity to rest in preparation for our late night out 'lamping'. Later 

after dinner as we waited for our guide we hoped we might see 'our' Pine Marten but tonight it was late and only 

the resident Wood Mouse was collecting peanuts. 

 

In late evening we set off with our guide Hamsa a wildlife cameraman to explore. We checked the likely places 

where he knew Otters fished but tonight, smelling some fresh spraint found on a jetty was the nearest we got to 

this elusive animal. Inland we had better success with some fine Red Deer stags now emerged from the 

woodlands where they feel safer during the day. We learnt how important the deer management is to the 

economics of the estate and how to age the deer by the angle they hold their neck - it droops with age and all 

that weight on their heads. We watched some distant eyes in the lamp beam which proved to be a couple of 

foxes and learnt how strategically place camera traps had shown where a Wild Cat crossed the road. 



Scotland's Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     October 14 5 
 

Day 6 Sunday 31st August 

Fascadale – Swordle Bay - Ockle 

A slightly later breakfast this morning after our late night then out to explore some more areas on the north 

coast. The highlight, at the favourite viewpoint, was two Golden Eagles spotted over the southern flank of Ben 

Hiant. Continuing on to the north coast at Fascadale we past fields recently cut for silage full of feeding Meadow 

Pipits building up their reserves for migrating south. We parked and walked to a small hill overlooking beach and 

bay. We enjoyed a brilliant view in the sunshine of the islands, Eigg, Muck and Rhum. We watched a Red-

throated Diver still with its summer red throat in the bay but were soon distracted by a White-tailed Eagle 

heading out to sea towards Eigg it was then joined by two more - possibly an adult with two immatures. We 

watched them for sometime but perhaps they decided it was too far and they started back eventually one flying 

right over our heads.  

 

At Swordle Bay further east we had our lunch on the beach with beautiful calm blue sea and explored the 

interesting limestone and basalt rocky shore. This area has much history with several archaeological finds 

including a Viking boat burial site indicating occupation for 6000 years up to 1850 before the clearances when up 

to 80 people occupied the area. Walking back beside a stream a Dipper sped away upstream.  

 

The evening Pine Marten obstacle course proved more successful with two animals feeding on the peanut and 

jam sandwiches before 10pm. However the bolder of the two now has learnt to carry off its prize and eat it out 

of our sight! 

Day 7 Monday 1st September 

Boat trip Loch Sunart to Coll 

The weather looked good when we arrived at Laga for the boat trip out of the loch and across to the island of 

Coll. We set off down the loch in calm conditions with boatman Tom his assistant and his dog Dexter.  There 

were one or two Common Seals and some Guillemots on the calm water of the loch and we stopped near a 

rocky islet covered in roosting gulls and Kittiwakes. We travelled over to the Mull coastline past a couple of 

cruise ships at the entrance to Tobermory. Shags and a few Cormorants roosted on black basaltic rocks and Tom 

pointed out a White-tailed Eagle sitting in a tree, above the cliff, a dark young bird. 

 

As we reached the open sea there was a bit more movement of the boat with a long swell from west. In the 

distance as well as Coll which we were fast approaching we could see the islands of Muck, Rhum and in the far 

distance Canna and Skye. When we reached the archipelago of small islets at the north end of Coll we found 

shelter and calmer water. We slowly cruised in amongst the islets getting good views of the numerous Shags, 

Grey and Common Seals. Tom managed to moor the boat to one of the larger islets and we disembarked with 

our picnics which we ate overlooking a white sandy beach. Back on-board we headed towards an area of deeper 

sea where Basking Sharks and occasionally Minke Whales had been seen on previous excursions. Today it was 

the day of the Dolphins, with a large group of hunting Common Dolphins seen, a few of which briefly swam 

alongside the boat. Birds seen were Gannets, Kittiwakes, Fulmars, a few Storm Petrels and several rafts of Manx 

Shearwaters. We headed back eastwards towards Ardnamurchan Point, and back into Loch Sunart, closer to the 

northern shore so we could ponder at the fascinating geology of this south-west section of the peninsular. 
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Day 8 Tuesday 2nd September 

Return to Glasgow  

After a slightly early breakfast we loaded up and made good time to the Corran Ferry, travelling through Glen 

Coe and across Rannock Moor. After a stop at the Green Welly at Tyndrum we made good time to the airport 

and station and made our farewells. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Mammals ( = recorded but not counted) 

      August/September 

  Scientific name Common name 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

1 Fallow Deer Dama dama       2         

2 Red Deer Cervus elaphus 4    1     

3 Pine Marten Martes martes 1 1 1 1   2 2   

4 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis             50+   

5 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina         1    

6 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus 1 1            

7 River Otter Lutra lutra       1 or 2 1       

8 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes           2     

9 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 1   1  1 2    

10 Bat sp.     1 1           

11 American Mink Neovison vison     1           

12 Pere David Deer Elaphurus davidianus                

Butterflies                   

25 Peacock Inachis io   1             

26 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria           1     

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

28 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara     1   1       

29 Toad Bufo bufo             1   

30 Common Newt Lissotriton vulgaris           1     

31 Common Frog Rana temporaria           1     

Birds (H = heard only)                   

1 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata   2       1     

2 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis           6     

3 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus           3-400     

4 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus           3     

5 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana      4       

6 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo       2    

7 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis         1      

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   30+      

9 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor       1        

10 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   97 70          

11 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope       3         

12 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca crecca         6       

13 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos           

14 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator       30         

15 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla           3 1   

16 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   5 3 1   7 2 1 

17 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1     1 2     

18 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1       2   1 
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      August/September 

  Scientific name Common name 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

19 Merlin  Falco columbarius   1             

20 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus       1         

21 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   1             

22 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   H           

23 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus           

24 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria     20+           

25 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula       1 6       

26 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa       10         

27 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   3        

28 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   1 H          

29 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   8            

30 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   2             

31 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres             1   

32 Red Knot  Calidris canutus       2         

33 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       2         

34 Common Gull  Larus canus       1 1      

35 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus        1     

36 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus        

37 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii     2 2 3      

38 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus       1     6   

39 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla                

40 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo              

41 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea             

42 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge                 

43 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'                

44 Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus              

45 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto       2       

46 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco H H H H H   H   

47 Sky Lark  Alauda arvensis     1           

48 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major       1 H 2     

49 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   2   20        

50 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   15      

51 House Martin  Delichon urbica   1      

52 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis           

53 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus         5       

54 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea       1         

55 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii            

56 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     2      1   

57 Dipper Cinclus cinclus           1     

58 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1        

59 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   1         

60 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus           4     

61 Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula     3 1     

62 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula           

63 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus       4      

64 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   1 3           
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      August/September 

  Scientific name Common name 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

65 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata             1   

66 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus       H         

67 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla             1   

68 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin         1       

69 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus           

70 Great Tit Parus major           

71 Coal Tit Periparus ater     1       

72 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica               

73 Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula               

74 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone               

75 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix      2 5 6     

76 Common Raven  Corvus corax   50+    50+ 1   

77 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris               

78 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus              

79 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

80 Lesser Redpoll  Carduelis cabaret         30+      

81 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis               

82 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus     2           

83 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella     2           

 


